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does seem strange and somewhat painful that influential and important
bodies like the Town Councils of the Transvaal should make a mountain out
of a mole hill, and take pleasure in the unnecessary heaping of insult upon
insult on people who have done no harm to them and who, if anything,
have deserved well, for, leaving aside for the present the British Indians
out of consideration, it must not be forgotten that hundreds of Cape Coloured
people were used by the erstwhile Uitlanders, now gentlemen of the Town
Councils, for their own benefit. They were fondled; the British flag was
constantly dangled before their eyes; its protective power was eloquently
placed before them so that they might rush into their arms, make affidavits
regarding the zulum1 of the Boer Authorities, and make common cause
with them, so that the hands of the Colonial Office might be forced and
pressure put upon Mr. Kruger, Surely, these men have a right at least to
walk without molestation on the side-walks of any street in the Transvaal,
towards the upkeep of which, like other rate-payers, they contribute their
quota.

Indian Opinion, 9-7-1904

181. BRITISH INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL
The debate on Mr. Bourke's motion in the Legislative Council of the
Transvaal, calling upon the Government to pass legislation restricting the
liberty of the Indians, took place on Tuesday evening last. The usual
platitudes were uttered by the honourable gentleman. The prospective
ruin of the petty white trader was dangled before the members. The right
of the Transvaal to pass any legislation in the matter was insisted upon,
while statements were made as to the entry of Indians into the country.
But Mr. Hosken as also Dr. Turner were able to shew completely that
Mr. Bourke was hopelessly out of date as to his statements. Mr. Hosken
shewed from figures that the Indian has been, and continues to remain, a
blessing to Natal, which owes its prosperity to his presence. Dr. Turner,
in reply to a violent attack on the Indian on the part of another member
about the so-called insanitary habits of the Indians, was able to shew
conclusively that the authorities alone were to blame with reference to the
condition of the now burned down Indian Location in Johannesburg. The
community should feel very grateful to the worthy Doctor for not hesitating
to utter the truth, and for thus defending the Indian from undeserved
attacks. Mr. Duncan shewed conclusively that the Indians had been allowed
to enter the Transvaal most sparingly, and that^ with the exception of four,
all were bona-fide refugees. Mr. Duncan, however, has assured the House of
his sympathy, and has promised to bring the whole matter before the
Colonial Office. Mr. Solomon's amendment was ultimately accepted
shewing satisfaction at the assurance given by the Colonial Secretary
l Urdu for tyranny or oppression.